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Actor Burke Brimmer portrays Dr. Spark in the filming of ‘1918’ at City Theater in Biddeford on Tuesday.
LIZ GOTTHELF/Journal Tribune

BIDDEFORD — City Theater set the stage Tuesday morning for filming of a horror movie.
Frederick Greenhalgh, of Alfred-based FinalRune Productions, has written a movie called
“1918” which he, along with Jeremy Kasten of Berwick, formerly of Los Angeles, and Christine
Marshall, artistic director of Mad Horse Theater, are producing.
The short film, in Greenhalgh’s words, “recasts the influenza outbreak in the frame of a
horror movie.”
“Think ‘Downton Abbey’ meets ‘Pandemic,’” he said.
In the movie, a young man named Milton leaves his conservative religious family in Maine
and becomes enamored with Boston.
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After an evening with Dr. Spark, an enigmatic professor with new and controversial ideas
that question the beliefs of the time, people around Milton start dying. Milton is left to
wonder if he has unleashed a demon or if there is a scientific explanation for all the tragedy
around him.
Cast and crew were at City Theater on
Tuesday to film a scene where Dr. Spark
addresses a crowd.
Kasten seated about a dozen or so actors, all
in period dress, in the theater, and filmed
them appearing portraying varied emotions
and actions such as laughing and clapping.
He then repeated this with the actors
rearranged in different parts of the theater.
Kasten was helping orchestrate what
Greenhalgh called “movie magic.” The
different scenes would edited together to
create an image of a full theater.

Actors prepare for a scene of the movie ‘1918’ to
be filmed at City Theater in Biddeford on
Tuesday. LIZ GOTTHELF/Journal Tribune

City Theater is an opera house built in the late 1800s in the colonial revival style by architect
John Calvin Stevens. It is one of those “uniquely Maine” places that you just can’t find in Los
Angeles that lends itself to the movie, Greenhalgh said.
Other places the crew will be filming include the Seashore Trolley Museum Kennebunkport,
Alfred Parish Church and Kasten’s farmhouse in Berwick.
Marshall was also in charge of set and costume design, and outfitted the cast in period
costumes, using pieces of clothing she had gathered from the closet at Mad Horse Theater
or found at thrift stores.
The crew started filming on Sunday and are scheduled to end on Saturday.
“It’s an insane amount of work for 10 minutes, but that’s filming,” said Greenhalgh.
The production was operating on a “shoestring budget” and all the crew and cast was
volunteering their time. Greenhalgh said the movie not only was showcasing some amazing
historic infrastructure in Maine but was also showcasing some amazing Maine talent.
Marshall concurred.
“Maine has a wonderful stock of talented people both in front of and behind the camera,”
she said.
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“1918” will be screened as part of the Damnationland film festival in the fall, with screenings
in the Portland area.
— Staff Writer Liz Gotthelf can be contacted at 282-1535, ext. 325 or [email protected]
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